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COUNCILLORS  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
HEMSWORTH 

1948/49 


Cr.  B.  ATTWOOD,  37,  Second  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  A.  BEDNALL  (Chairman),  101,  Tombridge  Crescent, 

Kinsley. 

Cr.  G.  COOPER,  5a,  Mount  Avenue,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.  DAVIES,  112,  Tombridge  Crescent,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  J.  P.  DONELAN,  2,  Wakefield  Road,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  H.  GRANDIDGE,  2,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth.- 
Cr.  W.  L.  LAWTON,  33,  Railway  Terrace,  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  H.  MILES,  94,  Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.  MILES,  11,  Holgate  Gardens,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  E.  NETTLETON,  “ Marsh  Lea,”  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  H.  N.  PENLINGTON,  “ High  Green,”  The  Marsh, 

Hemsworth. 

Cr.  A.  RICHARDS,  9,  Wortley  Place,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.  F.  STARLING,  47,  Grove  Lane,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  P.  STAUNTON,  3,  First  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  W.  H.  WATKINS,  7,  Hague  Crescent,  Hemsworth. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer  for 
W.R.C.C.  Services — 

J.  Warrack,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer — 

Jean  J.  Smith,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (West  Riding 
Services  only). 

Sanitary  Inspector — 

S.  Fox,  F.S.I.A. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  (W.R.C.C.) — 

Miss  I.  M.  Tuite,  Mrs.  D.  Shields. 

Clerical — 

H.  Hudson  (Chief  Clerk). 

J.  H.  Heppenstall  (Resigned  November). 

H.  N.  C.  Shadlock. 

B.  Humphries. 

W.  Burke  (H.M.  Forces  since  July). 

D.  Beardsley  (commenced  August),  Junior  Clerk. 
Miss  E.  Banner. 

Miss  M.  Trickett. 

Miss  E.  Banks  (commenced  November). 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  

4,163 

Rateable  Value,  31.12.48 

£52,889 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£204 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

3,680 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year  1948 
(Registrar-General's  figures)  ... 

12,950 

Child  Population  (estimated)  as  sup- 
plied by  the  Registrar-General 

aged  0-4  years  inclusive  ... 

1,383 

aged  5-14  years  inclusive  ... 

2,242 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

162 

153 

315 

Legitimate 

158 

149 

307 

Illegitimate  

4 

4 

8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 

24.3 

tion  of  the  West  Riding  Urban 
Districts 

18.3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  of  the 

West  Riding  Administrative 

County 

18.5 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  of 

England  and  Wales 

M. 

F. 

17.9 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

7 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

8 

2 

10 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ... 

30.77 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

.77 

of  England  and  Wales  

.42 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births 
Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

3.07 

West  Riding  Administrative 
County  

1.15 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

England  and  Wales 

1.02 
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Infantile  Mortality 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  under 

1 year  

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants  under 

1 year  

7 

7 

14 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

44.44 

West  Riding  Administrative 
County 

39.00 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  England 

and  Wales 

34.00 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

72 

66 

138 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popu- 

10.67 

lation  of  the  West  Riding  Urban 
Districts  

11.80 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  of  the 

West  Riding  Administrative 

County  

11.30 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  of 

England  and  Wales  

10.80 

% 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

Cerebro-spinal-fever 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping  cough  

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
Syphillitic  Diseases  ... 

Influenza  

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ac.  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  ... 

Ac.  inf.  encephalitis 

Cancer  of  buc  cav.  and  oesoph  (M) 

uterus  (F)  

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast  

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

Diabetes  

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis  

Other  digestive  diseases  

Nephritis  

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes  

Premature  birth  

Con.Mal.  Birth  inj.  Infant  dis. 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Act  

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  causes 
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Divisional  Public  Health  Office, 

59,  Kirkby  Road, 

Hemsworth, 

Nr.  Pontefract. 

8th  September,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 

of  Hemsworth. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  place  before  you  my  report  on  the 
Health  and  Health  Services  of  your  district  for  1948,  a year 
which  has  heralded  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  with  its  sweeping  changes  in  Public  Health 
Services  and  Administration.  Such  a great  step  forward  in 
Social  Medicine  was  obliged  to  bring  with  it  many  difficulties, 
but  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  at  this  stage  that  many 
of  the  bewildering  schemes  promoted  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  are  now  working  smoothly  and  successfully  as  a part 
of  the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. The  launching  of  these  various  schemes  has  been  no 
easy  task  for  the  administrators,  nevertheless  the  rewards  of 
their  hard  work  are  already  dawning  upon  them  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  many  facts  and  figures  which  go  to  make  up 
this  report. 

The  report  is  based  on  the  requirements  of  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  3/49  and,  although  most  of  the  health  services 
are  now  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  I have 
endeavoured  to  give  you  a bird’s-eye  view  of  what  has 
happened  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  period  under  review. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  from  that  of  1947,  and  there  are  over  300  more 
houses  in  the  district.  Alas,  there  are  not  sufficient  houses 
to  meet  the  demand  and  the  acute  housing  shortage  is  one  of 
the  weakest  links  in  the  struggle  for  a healthier  community. 
So  many  present-day  tragedies  in  family  life  are  caused  by  the 
lack  of  suitable  and  convenient  housing  accommodation. 

A vital  point  worth  noting  is  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
births  which  were  registered  during  1948,  namely,  315  as 
compared  with  278  the  previous  year.  There  was  a drop  in 
the  number  of  still  births  registered,  10  only  occurring  as 
against  13  in  1947. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  in  a woman  of  43  years  of 
age,  who  died  in  hospital.  The  housing  conditions  under  which 
this  family  were  living  were  not  too  good. 
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A slight  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  occurred, 
14  deaths  in  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  being  recorded. 
Bronchitis  and  Measles  were  responsible  for  50  per  cent,  of 
these  deaths. 

A big  drop  in  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  is 
very  gratifying.  There  were  332  notifications  in  all  as  com- 
pared with  749  in  1947.  The  only  classes  showing  an  increase 
were  whooping  cough,  erysipelas,  puerperal  pyrexia  and 
tuberculosis,  and  the  only  marked  increase  was  in  tuberculosis. 
Here,  again,  I feel  that  the  cramped  and  overcrowded  housing 
conditions  have  a significant  bearing  on  this  problem. 

T.B.  Clinics  are  now  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards,  but  much  can  and  must  be  done  by  the  Local 
Authorities  to  help  to  stamp  out  this  devastating  disease. 
Advice  to  and  supervision  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  the  home 
is  still  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
(W.R.C.C.). 

Scarlet  Fever  claimed  only  61  victims  in  the  year  as  against 
195  in  the  year  before,  whilst  Diphtheria  wins  the  prize  with 
its  nil  returns.  This  pleasing  result,  I feel,  can  be  safely 
attributed  to  the  major  effort  made  to  have  as  many  young 
infants  as  possible  immunised  and  I give  below  a summary  of 
the  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  during  1948 : — 

Under  1 year  of  age 75 

1-5  years  of  age  103 

5 years  of  age  and  over  30 

There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis.  This  was  a boy  of 
4\  years  of  age.  He  was  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital 
where  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed.  Later,  he  was  transferred 
to  Pinderfields  Hospital  for  treatment.  The  boy  has  been  kept 
under  observation  since  his  discharge  from  hospital  and  a 
recent  report  states  that  there  are  no  ill-effects  apparent  and 
that  he  is  a sturdy  boy  leading  a normal  life. 

GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Scabies. — The  Cleansing  Centre,  Rotherham  Road, 
Hemsworth,  has  continued  to  treat  infestation,  the  number 
treated  in  1948  being : — 

Men  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Women  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 


Total 


80 
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Laboratory  Services. — Specimens  of  milk,  water  for 
bacteriological  examination,  throat  swabs,  faeces  and  food- 
stuffs, are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council,  Wakefield.  Chemical  examination 
is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Analysts  at  Bradford. 

Ambulance  Services. — This  service  is  now  under  the 
administration  of  the  County  Council  and  I regret  I am  unable 
to  give  you  any  details  of  the  services  for  1948,  as  my  requests 
for  information  to  the  Ambulance  Controller  and  Local  Depot 
have  not  been  successful.  * 

Sanitary  Circumstances. — I am  greatly  indebted  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Fox)  and  the  Waterworks  Manager 
(Mr.  Wren)  for  this  information. 

Water. — The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity 
and  quality  and  there  have  not  been  any  reports  of  evidence  of 
plumbo  solvency.  All  but  two  houses  in  the  district  are  on 
public  supply. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  in  1948 
and  the  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  reports : — 

“ Barnsley  Corporation  (Hemsworth  Joint  Water 

Committee).  Sample  submitted  16th  March,  1948. 


Parts  per  100,000 


Total  Solids  

Chloride 

Nitrite 

Nitrate 

Free  Ammonia  ... 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Metals  

Total  Hardness  ... 


...  Trace 

.008 

.010 

Nil 

4.0 

7.0 


10.0 

1.3 

Nil 


pH.  ... 


This  is  a water  of  satisfactory  organic  quality. 
Sample  submitted  10th  September,  1948. 


Parts  per  100,000 


Total  Solids 
Chlorine  ... 
Nitrites  ... 
Nitrates  ... 


None 

Trace 


20.0 

1.2 


Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Poisonous  Metals 


None 


.002 

.004 


Total  Hardness  ... 
pH 


8.0 

8.2 


This  water  is  of  good  organic  quality. 
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The  scraping  of  the  mains  caused  a little  inconvenience  to 
users,  but  the  results  have  been  satisfying,  there  being  no 
complaints  of  shortage  throughout  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths. — That  the  would-be  swimmers  from  the 
Hemsworth  area  have  to  go  either  to  South  Elmsall  or  Feather- 
stone  for  a swim  is  appalling,  and  I fully  appreciate  they  have 
legitimate  cause  to  grumble.  There  is  definitely  a need  for 
a swimming  bath  in  Hemsworth,  particularly  in  view  of  the 
high  school  population  here. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  extensions  during  1948. 

Portion  of  district  still  requiring  sewering — Station  Road. 
Number  of  houses  connected  to  sewers — 21  (chiefly  in  Station 
Road,  where  all  houses  are  on  cesspools). 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  closet  accommodation  so  far 
as  privy  middens  are  concerned  remains  the  same  as  in  my 
previous  report,,  that  is : — 

Privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Pail  and  tub  closets  6 

Waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  6 

but  the  number  of  water  closets  has  increased  through  the 
building  of  new  houses  from  3,039  to  3,341.  During  the  year 
2 additional  closets  have  been  provided  for  business  premises. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  arrangements  for  Public  Cleansing 
is  as  for  former  years,  i.e.,  the  dry  ashes  are  removed  from 
each  house  weekly  and  taken  to  the  Council’s  rubbish  tip, 
which  is  under  the  system  of  controlled  tipping.  Privies  are 
emptied  at  approximately  14-days  intervals  and  their  contents 
are  also  taken  to  the  tip. 

Arrangements  are  still  being  made  with  owners  who  find 
difficulty  in  replacing  worn-out  dustbins  to  provide  the  same 
and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  charge 
which  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  replacement  of  the  bins. 

The  total  number  of  loads  of  dry  ashes  which  were 
removed  during  the  year  was  2,987  and  the  total  cost  of  this 
service,  which  included  the  removal  of  night-soil,  the  cost  of 
control  tipping  and  also  the  provision  of  a new  lorry,  which 
was  purchased  during  the  year,  was  £4,393. 

Cesspools. — The  cesspools  in  the  area,  which  are  chiefly  in 
the  Station  Road  district,  are  emptied  by  the  cesspool  emptier 
at  regular  intervals  and  the  contents  disposed  of  in  the 
Council’s  sewer  in  the  nearest  point  available  to  the  Sewage 
Works. 
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Salvage. — Paper  is  the  chief  item  of  salvage  which  is 
collected  in  this  district  and  while  every  means  that  has  been 
thought  possible  has  been  tried  to  collect  other  waste  material 
the  results  have  been  disappointing. 

The  jreturn  of  the  salvage  for  the  year  1948  is  as  follows : — 


Paper — 47  tons  12cwt.  3qr. 
Rags — 1 ton  9cwt.  3qr. 
Bones  5cwt.  3qr. 

Bottles  ... 


£ s.  d. 
319  10  1 
28  14  9 

1 13  1 

2 14  11 


Total  £352  12  10 


Rat  Infestation. — During  the  year  treatment  of  the  sewers 
in  your  area  has  been  carried  out  on  two  occasions  and,  in 
addition,  the  Sewage  Works  and  the  Council’s  rubbish  tip  have 
also  been  treated  with  poison  whenever  it  has  been  found 
necessary.  Complaints  regarding  rat  infestation  are  investi- 
gated immediately  they  are  received,  but  during  this  year  very 
few  complaints  have  been  received  by  this  department. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies. — The 

slaughterhouse  in  your  area,  which  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  is  the  only  one  which  is  being  used  for 
the  slaughtering  of  animals.  The  work  of  inspection  is  shared 
between  the  Hemsworth  Rural  District  Council  and  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  each  one  doing  duty  on  alternate  weeks. 
The  number  of  visits  which  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter- 
house is  181  and  the  number  of  beasts  which  have  been  killed 
and  inspected  are  as  follows: — 

Cattle  1024 

Calves  7 

Sheep  3549 

Pigs  29 

In  addition,  39  pigs  were  inspected  which  were  killed  by 
private  owners  on  their  own  premises. 

All  meat  condemned  is  taken  away  by  the  Salvage  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  is  disposed  of  under  their 
jurisdiction. 

The  total  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  in  your  area 
is  37. 
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Farms  and  Milk  Production. — During  the  year  66  visits 
have  been  made  to  farms  where  milk  is  produced  and  generally 
the  premises  have  been  found  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 
The  inspection  of  cattle  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  their  Veterinary  Surgeons  made 
periodical  inspections  of  the  dairy  cattle. 

Food  and  Drugs. — Owing  to  the  absence  of  assistance,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  unable  to  obtain  samples  for  examina- 
tion under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  year  2 samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  had  not  arrived  before  the  end  of 
December. 

Ice-Cream. — 

No.  of  premises  registered  under 
Section  14  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  2 

No.  of  inspections  made  12 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Twenty-eight  visits  have 
been  paid  to  the  factories  and  workshops  in  the  area,  which 
number  17.  In  no  instance  were  there  any  defects  found  to 
which  it  was  necessary  to  call  attention. 

The  following  is  a list  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
and  also  a report  on  the  number  of  notices  served  and  complied 
with : — 

VISITS 

To  Infectious  disease  

Inspection  for  Nuisances 
Work  in  hand  and  revisits 

Slaughterhouses  

Housing  inspections  (defects  and 
applicants  for  Council  houses) 

Salvage  and  scavenging 

Common  Lodging  House 

Rubbish  tip  

Farms  

Factories  - 

Private  Pig  Killing  

Inspection  of  Food 
Offensive  Trades  ... 

Miscellaneous  matters  

Bakehouse 

Shops 

Total 


98 

465 

436 

181 

534 

167 

38 
45 
66 
28 

39 
18 
10 

220 

4 

10 


2359 
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No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  267 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied 

with  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  21 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  29 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied 

with  20 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  9 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  24 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken 

(bacteriological  examination)  ...  2 

No.  of  slaughtermen’s  licences  issued  2 

No.  of  slaughtermen’s  licences 

renewed  35 

No.  of  licences  issued  for  storage  of 

petroleum 12 

No.  of  bins  supplied  to  private 

landlords 87 


Housing. — During  the  year  302  new  Council  houses  have 
been  erected  and  occupied.  This  includes  100  2-bedroomed 
permanent  bungalows,  16  2-bedroomed  traditional  houses, 
and  the  remainder  were  3-bedroomed  houses. 

In  connection  with  the  inspection  of  houses  for  defects 
and  also  investigations  from  applicants  for  Council  houses,  534 
visits  have  been  paid.  The  investigation  of  applicants  for 
Council  houses  has  taken  up  a great  deal  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  time  as  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  a house  is 
clean,  etc.,  no  notice  of  the  proposed  visit  is  given  to  the  tenant 
and  as  a consequence  it  may  be  necessary  to  visit  the  house 
2 or  even  3 times  before  the  tenant  is  found  to  be  in  the  house. 
Attention  must  again  be  drawn  to  the  difficulty  in  getting 
housing  repairs  carried  out  even  when  orders  have  been  given. 
While  the  position,  so  far  as  materials  is  concerned,  is  a little 
easier  than  during  the  previous  years,  difficulty  so  far  as  labour 
is  concerned  is  as  bad  as  ever.  So  long  as  new  houses  are 
being  built  and  the  majority  of  the  available  labour  engaged 
thereon,  this  difficulty  of  repair  work  will  continue. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  is  only  one  Common 
Lodging  House  in  your  area  and  during  the  year  38  visits  have 
been  paid.  The  Lodging  House  has  always  been  found  in 
a very  satisfactory  condition. 
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Child  Life  Protection  and  Adoption  of  Children. — The 

Children  Act,  1948,  is  an  Act  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
care  and  welfare  of  children  and  young  people  up  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  amends  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 
1933,  and  the  Guardianship  of  Infants  Act,  1935,  and  certain 
other  enactments  relating  to  children. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  this  Act  and  a Children’s  Officer  has  been  appointed  who  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  caring  for  children  who  have  been 
deprived  of  a normal  home  life. 

The  work  of  the  Children’s  Officer  is  to  help  all  children 
or  young  people  who  lack  maintenance,  security,  a home  of 
their  own,  or  the  care  and  guidance  which  are  necessary  to 
happy  and  normal  development. 

A number  of  Residential  Homes  and  Nurseries  of  varying 
types  have  been  established. 

The  following  services  in  your  district  are  supplied  by  the 
County  Council,  the  day-to-day  administration  being  under  my 
control. 

Mental  Health. — One  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  (Miss 
S.  Appleyard),  Telephone,  Office  (Hemsworth  47  or  148), 
Home  (Wakefield  5583),  is  employed  part-time  in  this  district 
and  she  is  responsible  for  the  care  and  after  care  of  mental 
defectives  (non-violent  type)  and  her  report  for  the  year  is  as 
follows : — 

Action  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1918 — 


No.  of  new  cases  ascertained  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  defectives  awaiting  admission 

to  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 

No.  of  cases  under  guardianship  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  under  supervision  ...  10 

No.  of  cases  receiving  home  training  1 


The  Social  Worker  furnishes  me  with  detailed  reports  on 
the  patient’s  background  and  home  environment  which  are 
forwarded  to  the  respective  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

A Duly  Authorised  Officer  (Mr.  H.  Withers)  is  on  call  for 
this  district.  His  telephone  numbers  are : Office,  Pontefract 
258,  Home,  Hemsworth  244. 

He  deals  with  cases  requiring  urgent  removal  to  institu- 
tions under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  and  the 
following  cases  were  removed  from  your  district  during  1948 : — 

2 Males,  1 Female  (all  from  Southmoor  Hospital). 
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Home  Nursing.— On  the  5th  July,  the  nurses  previously 
employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  County  Council  and  the  following  nurses  are 
employed  in  the  Urban  District : — 

M.  A.  Sale,  124,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth.  Telephone 
Hemsworth  238. 

M.  W.  Sweeney,  62,  First  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam.  Telephone 
Hemsworth  80. 

The  home  nurses  attended  564  cases  from  the  5th  July  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Domestic  Helps. — These  are  provided,  whenever  possible, 
in  the  following  cases : — 

(a)  Maternity  cases ; (b)  Where  the  housewife  falls  sick 
or  must  have  an  operation ; (c)  Where  the  wife  is  suddenly 
called  away  to  see  her  husband  in  hospital,  and  arrangements 
have  to  be  made  to  look  after  the  children ; (d)  With  elderly 
people  who  are  infirm,  or  one  of  whom  falls  ill;  (e)  Where 
several  members  of  the  family  are  ill  at  the  same  time. 

Applications  must  be  supported  by  medical  recommenda- 
tions and  are  submitted  to  a County  Council  Sub-Committee 
for  approval.  Assessments  for  payment  of  fees  to  the  County 
Council  are  made  in  accordance  with  the  County  Council's 
Scale. 

Seven  domestic  helps  were  employed  in  the  Urban  area 
and  they  attended  20  cases  since  the  5th  July. 


Midwifery. — The  following  midwives  practise  in  your 
district 

L.  Newton,  78,  Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth.  Telephone 

Hemsworth  127. 

M.  V.  Porter,  116,  Tombridge  Crescent,  Kinsley.  Tele- 
phone Hemsworth  145. 

K.  Day,  Bridge  House,  Fitzwilliam.  Telephone  Hems- 
worth 179. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  midwives  as 
Midwives  213  Maternity  Nurses  10 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. — All  the  midwives  are  qualified  to 
administer  gas  and  air  and  administered  this  to  58  cases  during 
the  year. 
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Premature  Babies. — Midwife  C.  Hemmingway,  Ryhill, 
has  had  special  training  at  the  Sorrento  Home,  Birmingham,  in 
the  care  of  premature  babies,  and  she  has  been  made  respon- 
sible for  the  care  of  all  premature  babies  in  the  Hemsworth 
Division.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  another  midwife 
to  have  this  special  training  in  the  near  future. 

A Premature  Baby  Outfit,  containing  special  equipment, 
is  available  for  use  in  homes  in  suitable  cases  and  upon 


requisition  by  the  midwife. 

No.  of  Premature  Babies  notified 

during  the  year 7 

No.  born  at  home  2 

No.  born  in  hospital 5 

No.  who  died  during  the  first  24 

hours  1 

No.  who  survived  at  the  end  of  one 

month  5 

No.  who  died  within  one  month  ...  1 


Maternal  and  Child  Welfare. — Two  health  visitors  are 
employed  full-time  in  the  Urban  District  and  one  part-time. 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  1948  to : — 

First  Visits  Total  Visits 


Expectant  mothers  

37 

63 

Children  under  1 year  

249 

1838 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 

15 

1133 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. — 

Clinic  Address  Time  and 

day 


Hemsworth 

Fitzwilliam 


Hut  in  Modern  Mondays 

School  Grounds  2-4  p.m. 

Church  Hut  Tuesdays 

Fitzwilliam  2-4  p.m. 


Medical  Officer 
and 

Health  Visitor 
Dr.  J.  J.  Smith 
Mrs.  Shields 

Dr.  Mumford 
Miss  I.  Tuite 


Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  attended  at 
the  above  Clinics  and  who  at  the  end  of  the  year  were : — 


Under  1 year  of  age — 273;  over  1 year  of  age — 133. 


Ultra-Violet  Ray  Clinic. — An  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Clinic  is 

established  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  premises  and  sessions 
are  held  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 
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ANTE-NATAL  SERVICES 
Clinics. — 

Hemsworth  Child  Welfare  Clinic  1st  Tuesday  Dr.  J.  J.  Smith 
Premises  & 3rd  Thursday  Mrs.  D.  Shields 
all  day 

Fitzwilliam  Church  Hut  Thursdays  Dr.  J.  S.  Laurie 

2-4  p.m.  Miss  I.  Tuite 

No.  of  women  attending-  the  clinics  in  1948 — 299. 

Maternity  Hospitals. — The  West  Riding  County  Council  is 
still  responsible  for  the  booking  of  patients  into  hospitals  in 
their  area  and  9 cases  were  admitted  into  maternity  hospitals 
from  your  area  since  the  5th  July  under  the  County 
Council  Bed  Booking  Bureau.  In  addition  42  expectant 
mothers  were  admitted  by  direct  arrangements  with  the 
hospitals. 

Owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  beds  and  staffing  problems, 
strict  control  over  applications  for  hospitalisation  has  been 
essential.  Each  application  has  been  carefully  investigated 
before  submitting  to  the  Bed  Booking  Bureau,  and,  where  a 
patient  has  been  advised  to  make  arrangements  for  her  confine- 
ment to  take  place  at  home,  a domestic  help  has  been  made 
available  as  required. 

School  Health  Services. — The  County  Council  are  respon- 
sible for  the  School  Health  Services  in  your  district.  This 
Service  provides  not  only  ordinary  treatment  for  children, 
but  advises  the  Education  Authority  about  the  treatment  of 
handicapped  children  of  school  age. 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  places : — 

In  attendance 

Hut,  West  End  School  Mondays  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Smith  and 

Grounds,  Hemsworth  Thursdays  School  Nurse 

9.30-12  noon 

Church  Hut,  Fitzwilliam  Tuesdays  School  Nurse 

9.30-12  noon 

I am  not  in  a position  to  supply  reliable  statistics  for  1948 
as  it  was  impossible  to  take  over  the  School  Health  Services 
until  late  in  the  year  owing  to  staffing  problems  in  this 
Divisional  Health  Office. 
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In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  other  officials  of 
the  Council  who  have  assisted  me  in  my  duties  and  to  record 
my  appreciation  for  the  ready  help  I have  obtained  from  my 
Chief  Clerk  and  the  other  overworked  members  of  my  office 
staff. 


I am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WARRACK, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Urban  District  Council  of  Hemsworth 
Infectious  Diseases — Age  Groups — Year  Ending  31st  December,  1948 
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